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ZODOMIRSKY'S DUEL

BY ALEXANDER DUMAS,

.‘h oy oof oo Ivmsdan duel ol its  wevl canseguenees

Megizine,

At the time of thisstory our regimont
was stationed in the diviy Httle village
of Valing, on the frontier of Austrin.

It was the 4th of May in the yoar 182,
and T, with severnt other officers, had
bean breakfnsting with the pido-de-camp
in honor of his birthduay, and
the various topies of the garrison,

“Can vou tell us without being Indis
droot.’” nskod Sub lieutenunt Stamm of
Amlrnw Michadtoviteh, the alde-ldo
enmp, “what the olonel was so eager Lo
Bay to you this mor ning?"

YA new otficer,” ho ranlied,
the vaeaney of enpinin,”™

YHis name*"” demanded two
eolees,

disoussing

His o fill

or threo

“Lisutenant Zodomirsky, who is be-
trothied to the beautiful Mariann o
yensky.

“*And \'.I|f~r| dpes ho arrive?” nskod
h!a"]“[ Belayel,

Mo hne arvived. 1 have boon pro-
ented to him ot the colonel's house,
10 is VErY anxious Lo mnke you neqg iniht-
ance, rontloman, and T have therefore
fovited Him to dine with us.  13at Lhat
rominds mo, caplain, youn must know
him," o continued, turning to me; **you

woen both g thoe

diine re
Putersburg,”

gunent sy S,

e 6 [.‘-'ll'llu‘.“ I !"l";l'uil"]. W atudied
here togetber. Ho wits thon n heave,
undsome youth, ml‘ wed hy his com-

I

rades, in overy one'’s good rences, but of |

B fiery nnd ivvitablo tempar,’

" *Mudomoissllo tavensky  informaod

mo that ho woa o ekilTal duelist,” siid
Stamm. **Well, ho will do very well
here; o duel is o fnmily aflair with us

You nre welecome, Monsieur Zodomiraky
Howover quick vour tamnor, you mis=t
bo carclul of it before me, or L shall tale
upon myeclf to cool it.?

And Stumm pronounced these words
rith i visiblo sneor

“How is it that lie lenves the grunprds?
Is he rained 7 nsked Cornet Nalotolt

L have been  fuformed.” roeplied
Stamm, “that he has justinherited from
an old aunt nhout 20,000 roubles. No,
puu:' dovil! ho s« onstm plive, Ll

“Come, gontlomen,” said the nide-dae-
camp, ri isitg, ot us pass toe the sileon
fnd hiave o ganmo of enrids. I\.u'ln!T will
serve dinner while we pluy.

We hod boon sented some
Btamm, who was fur from
the act of losing sixty
Kololl annonneed:

"l.upl:\m .r".m:nmn'-»l.:.."

Here vouarae, at last! ™ eried Mhichael-
pvitely Juniping fvom his chair.  “You
hre wo l| ome,

Thaen, turning to us, he continned:
MPhoso aroe yvour new comendes. Captoin
Bmlnrml-l\\ ¢ all good fellows and brave
Qohlle ra "

“Gentlemen,™ snic Zodomirsky, T am
proud and happy to have joined your
reglment.  To do so has been my gronts
eat desiee for somg time, and if 1 am
wealzome, as vou courteously sy, | %hul'l
b{! tho Immnr'i-t. man in ll'ml world.’

time, and
rich, wias in
roublog, when

HAR!D good day, captain,” e contin-
ned, turnicg to me nna holding out his

and. W meet ngain, Yoo hive not
forgotten an old feiond, I hope??

As he sirilingly nitered these words,
Btamm, to whom his baek was turned,
dortod ot him o glanee full of bitter

tred, Stomm was not liked in the
regiment; his cold and taciturn nature
had formed no [riendship with any of
ug. 1 could not undarspund his apparent
hostility townsd Zodomivsky. whom |
belioved he hud nover sean belore.

Some one offered Zodomirsiky o cigar.
He accepted it, lit it at tho ecigne of an
officer nenr him, and bogan vo talk gayly
to hig new comreadoes,

**Do you stuy heve long?’
Beluyef.

*Yes, monsior,” replicd Zodomirsky.
L] wmh to stay with you as longr as pos-

T askod Major

8ible,” and as he 1~|m|mmw(l thosp
words he saluted us all round with o
smile. Tlo contivued, I have tnken n

house near that of wy old friend Ravon-
pliy, whom I knew ab &5t Petersburg. |

have my horses theve, unexeellent ¢ unL.
n pnuan'lalu library, a littlo garden, and o
target: and there T shall “ho qulat a8

!lurlnll. and ns lmup\' :l‘ n king, It is
he lile that suits mo'

“Ha! you praciiss shooting!
Blamm, in such a strango volea, secom-
Imulu-l by a smile o sardonic, that

‘odomivelky regurded Lim in astonish-
ment.

Iy ismy c‘n.-ﬂuln ovory morning to fire
twalve bulis” he replied.

“\mlmo vory fond of that
ment?’ demanded  Stamm, in o volee
without ainy traco of emotion; adding,
“1 do not understand llm 18 of shooting
unless it is to kill gawme,”?

Zodomirsky'’s pnle fuce was flushed
with & sudden flume, He turned to
Stamm and repliod in o quiet, bul firm,
voive: I think, monsiour, that you nro
wreong in enlling iv lost time To loarn Lo
shoot with o pistol; in our garvison
1ife un imprudent word often leads to i

" osald

nmiutse-

meeting betweon comreades, in which
case ho who {5 known for gnn-.! shot
Inspires respoect  among those  indis-

creob persons who amuse themselves in
asiing useless quest ions."
SOh! that is nov o reason, captain,

duels, a8 in overyrhing else, something: |

I]ml.lltl be left tochuance, 1 oaintain
my fivat opinfon, and sy that an honor
ablo man mn..h! not to tnke too

muny
procautions,”
“And why!” asked Zodomirsky.
“T will expluin to you,” rveplicd
Stamm, Do you  pluy ot enrds, oap-
tuin?"

SWhy do vou asle that gaestion?”

1 owill ey to render my explunntion
clonr, so that ol! will understand it
Fyory one knows that thero nra cortiin
pinyars who have an anvinhle knonok
while shulMing tha pock, of adroitiy
mnkng thumsul\us muster of  the win-
ning ced,  Now, I see no difference,
mysell, botween the man who robs his
lwu.'lli'ur of bis mopey and the one who

robis him of his life,” Thon Lo added,
‘Ao n viay to take nothing from tho inso-
lonco of his obsarvation, “Ido not suy
this 10 you in purticulur, captuing 1

spenk in renern) torms

Lo TS hm much ns it ig, monsieue,”
eried Zodomivsky. ST beg Captuin
Aloxis Stophuanoviten 1o termioola this
allide with you,”  Thon turning 1o me,
he & i,

“You will not refuse ma this
reguesty"

S50 be ity captoin,” ropliod Staimm
guickly. "“You have wld e yoursell
ol praciize shooting avery day, while

praciise oniy on the day 1 fight, Wae

will equulize the chanees

I wiil sottle
dotatls with Monusicur

Stophanovitceh,”

Then Lo roso und weoed to our host.

SAu rovole, Michooloviteh,” he wnid.
1 will dine at the eolonel's ™ Ann
wilth these words he loft the voum,

Phe owst profound siience had  heen
kept during this allercution; hut us
soon s Hinmm disdppestod, ipLain

Pravdine, un old olticer, addres
self 1o us nll.

©W o cannot let thew tight, gentle-
men,'" he said. .

YZovomiraksy tovehed hun geotly on his
8110,

SO pain,'” he suid, 1 i s neweomaor
paong you; nona of you know me. |
hr.vo yot, as it ware, Lo win my apurst it
i® lmposeiblo for me to det this quarre!
p-ss without Gghtlug. 1 do oot koow

od him-

Zodomirsky inslsted on leading her
home,

Midnight was striking when he re- |
turnad,

*You had beiter hoth rolire,” said

Zoadomirsky ma ho entered, 1 have
savaral letters ta write before slee lnulz
AL S we must %o nl the rendezvois,

1 felt o wenrled that | did not want

Translated From the French for the Strand | tetling twice. Pravdine passed into the

Caatoon, I into Zodomirsky's bedronm,

. and the muster of the house into his
wiatt hava T done to snnoy this gentle | guay,

man, but itis evident that he ha# & | o wool die of the morning woke me.

ﬂp”-l" against meo. 1 [ cast my oves upon tho winaow, whore

The truth of the matter I8 that | ... ", ch ‘commenced Lo appear. I

Stamm 1§ jenlouz of yon, Zolomirsky,
sild Corne!l Naletoff,  *Tt is well Known
that ho is in e with Mlle, Ravensky.”

“That, indsed, explaing all,” he re-
plied. Howszsver, gootlemen, 1 thank
vou for your kind sympathy in ih'lﬁ af
fatr from the botiom of mv henrt.’

“And now to dinner, gentlemen!”
eried Michneloviteh, “Pince yourselves
ns vou chooses, The soup, Koloffy the

'T7]

aonpt

Evorybody wps vary animated. Stamm
soomield forgotten: only Zodomirsky ap-
poeared n little sad, Yodomiraky's health
wis dunk: he seemad touched with'this

signideant attention nnd thanked the
ofieors with n broken voioe,
“Staphanoviteh, " snid Zodomirsky to
A, when dinnor was over nnd all hind
rlsen, “slnes AL Stamnme Knows vou ars
my cevond nnd hasaccaptad you ns such,
see him, amdl arrones over \‘hrn-r with
him: neeept all hiig econditions; thoen
moect Cuotain Preavdine wndima nt my
rooms,. TTho Arst who aeclves will wiit

for the other, Wea are now going
Monsieur Ravensky's house,

L

*Nou will 1*t uzs know the hour of
i Tll‘lll‘.?‘. artitd saveral volces
“Certninly, gontlemen Come antd
bid o Inst furewell to one of us.
We all parted at Ravenskys' doar,
| oneh ofMver shaking hands with Zodo-

mirsky as with an old friend.

Stamm was waiting for me when I ap-
rived at his houan His eonditions
wore these—Two sabers wore to bo
plonted nton distanes of one pace apart:
oach opponent to extend his arm at full
length and lire at tho woprd “three.’
Ona pistol alone wis to be londed.

Lendenvored in vain to obtain another
mode of combnt,

“It is not a vietim I offer to M. Zod-
omirsky,” =aid Stamm, “but an adver-
sury. e will fight as 1 propose, or
will not tieht at ally bot in that ease 1
shall prove that M. Zodomirsky 1= brave
only when =ure of hig own =nfety.”

Zodomirsky s ordors ware imperative.
I necopted.

When I entered Zodomiveky's rooms.
thoy waere vacant: he had not arrived.
Llooked nround with curiosity.  They
waera furnished in n rieh bot simple
manner, and with evident taste I
drew o chaley near the haaleony and
looked out ovor tha plain. A storm
wis brewing; some drops of rain fell
alrendy, and thunder moaned.

At this ingtant the door opened. and
Zodomirsky and DPravdine enteved, |1
advanced to meet them,

“We are late, eaptain,’
mirsky, “but it was unavoldubla, Aund
what suys Stumm?” he continued.

I gave him his adversary’s conditions,
When [ had ended, & sad smile passed
over his face: he drew  his hiand across
his forehond and his eyes glittered with
fovorish lustar,

1 had foresean this,” he murmured,
"Ynl: have ceeepted, I presume?”?

Ilnl you not rive me the order your-
solf?’

“Abpsoluteiy,”” he roplied.

Zodomirsky threw  himsoell in a chaie
by the table, in whichposition ho faced
the door. Pravdine plauced himself near
the window, nnd I nearthe fire. A pre-

said Zodo-

sentiment weighed down our spirits. A
mournful stlence rélgned.
Suddenly the door opened and a

womun muflled in amantle, and with the
nood drawn over her [uce, pushed past
the servant and stood badore us.  She
thraw baek the hood and we recognized
Muariann Roavensky!

Pravdine and 1 stood
nstonishment,
'I'.U\'hll d her,

“Grent heavens! what has happened,
and wiby are yvou heprai”

“Why am [ here, George?” she eried,
“Is it you who nsic me, when this night
is perhups the last of your life? Why
am | hore? To sny farcwell to you. It
i5 only two hours sines 1 siw vou and
not vne word pasged betwoen us of 10
worrow.  Wus that well, George?”

“Bat 1 am  not  alone here.
anid Zodomirsiy in n low
voiea. ““Think, Mnviana. Your repu-
tation—your fuir fame——"

*Aro yvou nat all in all o me, George?
And an such w time us this what matters
anything clse?”

Sho threw her arm about his necle and
pressed her head against his broast.

Pravdina and [ mado some steps to
quit the room.

UStay, pentlemen,” she said, lifting
her head. “Since you have seon me
here, I have nothing more to hide from
you, and  perhans you may be able to
help mo in what [ wmn aboot to say, ™

Then, suddenly tlinging hevself ut his
feot:

]

motionless with
Zodomirsky  sprang

3 )

implora

you, I ecommanl yeu,
Gieorge,” sho eried, “not 1o light this

duel with Monsieur
not end two
Your lile

Stamm,  You will
lives by such n useless net!
helongzs to mes it is no longer

| into the saloon,

heard Pravdine also stirring, | pnssad
where Zodomirsky im-
modiately joined us, His face was pale
bul serene.
“Are the horses ready ?” ho Inquired.
I mnde a sign in the aMrmative.
“*Then let us start,” ho said.
We mountea
drove off,

“Ah" said Preavdine all at oneo,
*“thore is Michasloviteh's earriage. Yes,
ves' it is ho with one of ours, and there
ia Naletoff, on hisa Clrenssinn horse,
Good! the others nre coming behand, 1t
ia well we atnrled g0 sooh."”

Tha earriagoe had to paas the houss of
tho Ravenskys could not refeain
from looking upt the poor girl was ot
her window motionleds as a statite, She
did not even nod to us.

“Quicker! guicker!”
Lo the conclitnn, It
by which I know
Muarinni.

Soon woe distnnead the other carvinges,
und arvived upon the placs of combnt
i pliin whiors the great pyentmids rose,
pareding fo this disteict by thoe naine of
the *“l'omb of the Two Brothars. ' I'he
first rays of tho sun darting through
tho trees began to dissipnta tho mists of
night.

Michaeloviteh arrived
after us, and in n
ntes wo  formed i
nenrly  twenly  porsons.
henrd other steps upon  the pravel
Thoy ware those of our oppononts,
Stamm walked first, holding in his hand
a box of pistols. Ho bowed to Zodo-
mirsky and thoe officors.

*Who gives thoeword to fire, gentle-
men?'" he nsked.

The two nidversnries and the seconds
turned townrd thae oticors, who regardad
them with perploxity.

No oneoffered, No one wished to pro-
nounce thut terrible *“‘three’™ which
would sign the fnte of a comeade,

“Major,” sald Zodomirsky to Belayel,
“will you ronder me this servieo?”’

Thus askad, the mujor coula not re-
fuse, nod  he made asign that he ae-
copted.

“Be

wius the ouly sign
thiat ho hul seon

immedinlely
few  1min-
group of
Then we

wood (‘[N)tlﬂ']l to  indieate our
ploees, ,l_'unl.mm 1, eontinued Zodomir
sky, giving mo hlq subor and taking off
hi= cont. **I'henload, 1 f you please,™
“That s useless,” said Stumm; 1
have brought the pistols; one of the two

| ig londed, the other hus only n eap.”

vours, George, do you hear? You will
not do this, *
SMuvlana! Moviana! in the name of |

heaven do not torture me  thus!  Can |1
vefuse to Hght? 1 should be dishonored
—lost! I | eonld do so cowurdly an act,
shomo would kill me more surely than
Stamm’s ||intnl."

“Cauptnin,” she sadd to Pravdine, *you
are estovime (l in the regimant ns8 & man
of honor: you can, then, ,]nrl-'n nhout nf -
fuirs of honor, Huve pity on me, cap-
tain, and tell him he can refuse such n
duel us this, Make bim undorstand that
itz nota duel, but an assassinutlon:
apenk, speak, eaptain, and 10 he will not
Hsten to me, he will to vou,

Penvaine was moved,  His lips trem-
Wled and his oyes wore dimmed
tenrs. Lo voso, and, approaching Maypi-
ann, liiesed her hand, nod sald  with a
trembling voice:

“To spurs you mny s0Urow, maide-
moiselle, I would luy down my life, but
to eounsel M. Zodomirsky to be un-
worthy of his aniform by vefusng thig
duel Is Dmpossible,  Each adversary,
yvour betrothed as well aa Stamm, has n

right w proposs his condltions, Bt
\i|1 wavor be the conditions, the caplai
is in ciroumstanees which vendew this
duel absolutely nocessary, e is
as woekiliful duelist; 1o refuse Stamm's
gopiitions were to iodicats thnt he
counts upon his skill.”

“Ruough, Marinna, onough,”
George. "Unbhappy glel! yon
lknow what you demnnd,

oried
do not

with |

“Do you know which is which?" said
Pravdine,

“What does it mattor?” replied
Stamm,  “Monsieur Zodomirsky will

choose,’

I is wall,” said Zodomirvaky.

Belayef drew his saber and thruostat
in the ground midway between
the two pyvramida  Then he took
another saber and planted i1 be-
fore the first. One pace alone sep-
arated the two blndes.  Haeh ndveraary
wits to stand behind o snber, extonding
Iiis arm at fulllength. 1In this way each
had the muzzle of his opponent’s pistol
it six inchea from his heurt. While
Belayvel made these praparations Stamm
unbuckled his saber and divested him-
soll of his cont.  His seconds opened his
box of pistols, und Zodomirsky approach-
ing, ook without hesitation the nearest
to him. ‘Them-he placed himsell be-
hind onoe of the sabers,

Stamm  regarded him  elosely; not a
musclo of Zodomirsky's face moved, nnd
there was not about him the least ap-
pearance of bravado, but of the calmness
of courage,

“He is brave,"” murmered Stamm.

And tuking the pistol left by Zodo-
mirahy, he took up his position behind
tha othor saber, in front of his adver-
sary,

They were both  pale,
eyoes of Zodomirsky burned with im-
plreable resolution, those of Staman
wero upeasy and shilting. 1 felt my
lieart beat loudly.

Belayel advunced. wero

ha

buat whila the

All eyes
fixed on him.

“Aro you
asked.

“Wa ara waiting, major,” raplicd
Zodomirsky and Stamm togoether, and
cach lifted his pistol before the breast
of the other,

A deathlike silence
the birds sung in the
place of combut.  In the midst
silonco the major’a voice
muade every one tremble,

RO TITORM

MPwa,

“Threa,”

Then wo heard the sound of the ham-
mer fnlling on the cap of Zodomirsky's
pistol,  Thore was u flash, but no spund
followed it,

stamm had not fired, and continued
to hold the mouth of his pisto! agiinst
tho breast of his advorsary.

SRire!™ said  Zodomirsky,
perfectly calm,

It is not for you o command, mon-
slenr,”” said Stamm, *Mitis I who must
decide whethier o lire or not, and thut
dopends on liow you answer what 1 am
about to say. "’

YSopenk, then: but
heaven spenk quickly ™

“Nevopr fear, 1 will

ready, gentlemen?”

raioned.

Only
bushes

near the
of this
resounding

in n voice

in the name of

not nbuse

s your
putlence.

Wi were all ears,

*1 have not eomn to  kill  you,
monsieur,”  continued Stamm, A |
have eone with the  ocureless-
ness of a mun to whom llle hokds noth-

ing, whila it hus kept none of the prom-
ises It has made to him.  You, monszienr,
ure vich, you wroe boloved, you have o
promising future before vou; life must
ho denr to vou. But [ate hus deeidod
agninst yous iv is you who must die and
not I. Wall,
your word not 1o he so
luim'e to flght duels,
fire,’

*1 have nut been prompt to eall you
out, monsicur,” replied Zodomirsky in
the same calm voles; Mvou have wounded

prompt
und 1

in lma
will not

| me by on outragzeous comparison, and |

known |

Do you wish |

me Lo fall so low Lhat you yoursell would \

he ashameod of ma? 1 usk vou, are vou

| capahlo of loving n alshonoved mun?”

Mariann had let hevself full upon o
chulr.  Sho gose, pale a8 n corpse, and
begnn to put her mantie on,

“You are vight, George; It Bnotl who
would love youno more, hut
would hate me. Wo must reaign our-
solves to our fate.  Give me your hund,
igorge; we may bover seea each otbor
agaln, Tomorvow! tomerrow! my
love,"

sShe throw

hevseld upon his braast,

you who |

without tears, without sobs, but with n |

profound ttt.-upn.. y
Slhe wiehed to depart, alove but

Il"lvl‘
Mira,
youw "

“My conditions eannot wound your
honor,” insisted Stamm. "o our judgae,
major,”’ he naded, tarning to Belayef.
1 will ablde by your n||tiul on; perhaps
M. Zodomirsky will follow my exom-
ple,”

“M. Zodomirsky bhas conducted him-
solf a8 bravely as possible; if he is not
killed it 15 pot his fuule ™ Then, turn-
ing o the offlcees round, he sald:

“Clan M. Zodomirsky necept the
pogad condlition?”’

“He can! he ean!” they eried; “und
wilill‘u;lt staining his hooor in the slight-
ubl.

Zodomirsky stood motionless,

“The captain conaents,” said old Prav-
dine advancing,

“Yes, o the furure he will be less
prompt,.”

“1% is you who speak, captain, and not
M. Zodomirsky:" sald Swmm

SWill you alem my words. Mousieur

boen compelled to ehallengo you.
then; | have nothing to say to

im

| evied Zodomirsky to the coschmun,

Zodomireky?" nnkml “Pravdine, almost
nnprl icating in his l‘tfﬁtﬂl-cu
ooneont,” smd Yodomiraky, in

volce barely Intelligibtd,

“Hurrah! hurrah!" eriod all the
cors, onchanted with this tmmilmllnu.
Two or three threw up their caps

“I nm moro chiarmdl 'than any one,”
said Stamm, “that st has ended nx |
desired. Now, captain, 1 have shown

| you that beforo ¢ resolute man the nrt of

| aman of cournge; accept

into tne carriage, nnd |

cried Zodomirsky |

M. Zodomirsky, give me, |

shooting is nothing ih & duel, and that
if the chances are equesl n good shot is
on the same lovel as W Bad one, | did
not wish in nny case to kill you. Unl\‘
I hnd n great dosire 1o see how you
would look death in the face. You nre
my t‘mmﬂi-
The pistols we:e not loaded, ™
Stamm, as he said this, flred off his
pistol. There was no report!

Zodomirsky uttered a cry which ro-
sombled the roar of o wounded lion.

“PBy my Mther's soull” he cried, "this

mants,

is a new offones, and more insalting
than the first. Ah! it Is ended, you
say? No, monsieur, it must recot-

mence, aod this time tho pistols shall
be tonded, if [ hnve to load them my-
solf.’

No, eapiain, M anid Stmm, tranguilly.
“1 huve given you your e, Twill not
take it back. [nsolt me if you wish, I
will not fight with you."

*Then it is willi mos whom you will
feht, M, Stamm,™ eried Peravidine, pull-
ing off hiscoant, “You have nctod like
A seoundrel; you hava deeelved Zodo-
mirsky and his seconds, andin five min-
utos i your dead body is not Iying at
my fect, thore is posuch thing na jus-
tice, !

Stomiim wne vistbly confusoad,
not bavgatned for this,

SAMLAT the captain does not kill you,
I will]™ said Naletolf.

SO 1T 20e 1Y eried with one voleo
all the ollicers,

o bad

"'|iwlmul' I ononot fight with vou
all,"  replied  Swtwmm.  Choose  one
among you, and T will fight with him;

though it will not be a duel, but an ns-
susainntion.”

“Reassure vourself, monsgieur,” repliod
Major Belayel: “wo will donothing thnt
the most scrupulous honor can compliin
of.  All our oflicers ure insulted, for
under their uniform you have conducted
yoursell like a raseal,  Youennnot fight
with ull; it is even probable you will
fight with none. Hold youvselfin readi-
ness, than,  You nre to bo judged, Gen-
tlomen will you approacgh?”

Wa surrounded the major, and that
fint went forth withoul discussion.
Lvery one was of the sume opinion,

Then the major, who had played
role of president, approached
and saia to him:

HMonsicur, you are lost toall the laws
nonor,  Your erime was  promoditated
in ¢nld blood. You have wmnde M. Zo-
domirsky pass through all the sonsp-
tions of o muan condemned to deanth,
while you were perfoctly at easo, you
who knew the pistols weee not loaded.
Finally, you refuse to fight with U].t. miin
whom you have doubly Sinsulted.’

the
Stamm,

“Load the pistols! lond them!™ eried
Stamm, exasperated, 1 will [fight

with any ona!™

Bitr the major
smiloofl contempt. |

“No, Monsieur Lieatenant,” he said,
*you will tight no more with your com-
rades.  You have stained your uniform.
Wo  ecan no longer  serve  with
you, The ofticers” have charged
me to say thot, not swishing to mako
your deliciencies kunown to the govern-
ment, they ask you to Eive in your res-
IL’tlﬂUul] on the hz'ulmstui of bad heallh.
The surgeon will sign all necessary cer-
tificates. Today is the 3d of May: vou
huve from now to the 3d of June o quit
tho regiment.

“1 will quit it, cartainly; not because
it is your desive, but mine, " snid Stamm,
picking un hig saber and putting on his
cont.,

Then ho leaped upon his bhorse, and
gnlloped off towanrd the villape, casting
n lngt maledietion to us all.

Weo all pressed 'round Zodomirsly,
e was sad: more than snd—gloomy.

*“Why did you force me to consent to
this scoundrel’s conditions, gentlemen,”
he said,  “Without you, I should never
have necepled thom.”

My comeades and 1,”" said the mnjor,
*will take ull the responsibility. You
have acted nobly, and I must tell you in
the name of ua all, M, Zodomirsky, that
you ure o man of honor.”  Then, turn-
ing to the officors: Lot us go, gentle-
men; we must inform the colonel of what

shools his hend with a

| has passod,”

Wu mounted into the carringes.  As
wa did so wo saw Stnmm in the distance
gulloping up the mountain side from
the wvilluge upon his hoevse, Zodo-
mirsl y's eyes followed him.

I know not what preseptiment tor-
ments me,”? he swid, “but I wish his
pistol had been loaded, wnd thut he had
fired,”

o uttered o deep sigh. then shook
his head, as if with that he could dis-
perse his vloomy thoughts,

“Home, " he cnlted to the draver,

We tool the samoe route that we had
come by, nnd eonsagquently again pussod

Mariann Ravenshky's window, Each of
us looked up, but Mariann wa8 no lon-
ger there,

SCOnptiin,” said Zodomirsky, “will
you render mo & service?”

“Whatever you wish," 1 replied,

1 count upon you to tell my poop
Marviann the vesult of this misorable
olfane, !

1 will do 8o, And when?”

“Notv. The snonor the botter, Stop!"

He
stopped, and | descended, unid the cur-

ringe drove on.

Zodomirsky  had  harvdly  enlered
when he saw me  appesr in
the doorwiny of the saloon. Without

doubt my fuce was pile, and wora n look
of consternation, for Zodomirsky sprang
townrd e, crying:

“Cirant hvu\ﬂn-. :qﬂa.m
happened "

1 diow him from Lh-l guloon,

“My poor [riend, Ligsta, 1l you wish 1o
gep Morinon nlive, Sheiwas it hor win-
dow: =he saw Svuabne gollop  post
Stamm being alive, It followed that you
woere (dead,  She uttergd n ery, and foll.
I"rome that moment. *uhu has  never
apened her oyos,

*Oh, my 1||t,hllnlilulx'lt!" m'ierl Zodo-
mirsicy, “my  preseatiment!” and he
vushied, hatless wund \\r.u,huul. s saber,
into l]h' slreat,

On the staireaso of Mlle. Ravensky's
hiouse he met the |lmtm- who was com-
Ing down.

*Dogtor,” he uwd ‘4t1|l|!§ll;.,'
“she is hvllm . g she ndl ?

“Yes,' he answeredyMbettor, because
sho auifors no more.™ w0

sDead!" murmured Zodomirsky, grow-
ing white, nnd supporting himself
uenlust the wall,  “Dend!™

O alwanys told her, poor girll
having u woak henrt, sho
emotion——

But Zodomirvsky had censed to lsten,
Ho sprang un the steps, crossod the hall
und the saloon, -'.Hlllsg liko o mudman,
“Marvinonl Marianal

At the dr-m- of the sleaping © nnluiu-r
stood Muarinun's old purse, who tried to

What has

him,

that,

bar his progress, He pushed by her
and entered the room,

Murinnn was lying motioniess and
piale upon her bed, Her fuce was calm

ns if she slept. Zodomirsky threw him-
solf upon his knees by the bedside and
soized her hand, 1t was cold, and in it
was clinched a curl of black halr,

My Liair!” cried Zedomirsky, burst-
fug into sobs

“Yes, yours,” said the old nurse,
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Homely Faces
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Beauty by I.a Freckla.

OLD FACES
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